Division 3 LA Essential Learnings

	Critical Learnings
	Key Ideas for Reading
	Teaching Strategies

	1. Read using appropriate strategies and cues
	· Select reading rate according to reading material

· Compare and contrast

· Select and process ideas and info for research

· Organize, record and evaluate info for research

· Reflect on the research process

· Communicate ideas and info in variety of media


	· Keep progress charts

· Teach skimming (text) and scanning (layout) to prepare effective readers

· Teach use of reference materials e.g. Writers’ Handbook, dictionaries, etc. 

· Teach RAFT, BPDOG (background, purpose, details, organization, good will ending), FLAB (focus, lighting, angle, blocking)

· Compare main character from one story to main character of another

· Teach research skills

· Teach graphs, diagrams

· Teach reading in the content area 

(SQR3, overview of book, vocab, structures, format, focus for reading)



	2. Interpret text organization: genre, form organizational structure, literary techniques, text features
	· Audience impression

· Analyze visual materials

· Teach vocab of terms; e.g. metaphor, etc.

· Teach symbolism and imagery of popular culture and its re-iteration in various texts e.g.:” the champagne of ginger ales”, “black and white”


	· Discuss techniques such as irony, symbolism, satire, perspective and proportion (emphasis)

· RAFT (role, audience, format, topic)

· BPDOG (business letter: background, purpose, details, good-will closing)

· FLAB (reading visual text, focus, lighting, angle, blocking)

· Refer to “Checklist for forms of reading and writing –adapted from Nelson)

· 

	Critical Learnings
	Key ideas for Reading
	Teaching Strategies



	3. Summarize and re-state content
	· Summarize content of text


	· Teach components/elements of text; e.g. Plot, chapter organization, outlines/webs, reverse outlining, etc. 

· Use Jigsaw reading

· Teach use of graphic organizers

· 

	4. Identify and understand main ideas and details
	· Recognize implicit and explicit ideas e.g. homelessness, love, social issues

· Explore themes

· 
	· Teach students to recognize and write strong thesis and topic and concluding statements

· Teach précis writing

· Teach students to recognize word choice ( e.g. adverbs, adjectives, figurative language) and discuss how word choice affects meaning

· 

	5. Articulate and appreciate perspectives (point of view)
	· Explore ambiguity and opposing view points

· Consider historical context

· Analyze choices and motivation of characters

· Use critical thinking to determine credibility of plot, character, narrator, voice of author

· 
	· Role playing

· Interviews

· Teach compare and contrast of perspectives

· Teach frame of reference

· Teach contrapuntal reading ( constructed truth)

· 

	Critical Learnings
	Key Ideas for Reading
	Teaching Strategies

	6. Associate meaning using context clues, connotation, denotation, figurative language
	· Develop common background knowledge for entire class (anticipatory set)

· 
	· Teach this mantra: technique leads to tone leads to mood leads to theme
· Teach embedded lessons on current topics (e.g. symbolism, allusion – historical context)

· 

	7. Make inferences, draw conclusions, and predict outcomes based on both new and prior knowledge
	· Discuss how interpretations vary from reader to reader/ writer to writer

· Explore character development e.g.: motivation, behavior, values

· Trace and analyze development of characters (have I got this right?)
· 
	· Observations – how character changes from beginning to end

· Teach character types – static, dynamic, stereotypical characters

· Apply critical learnings to events, stories, people, issues, philosophies, etc.

· Explore science fiction

· 

	8. Share and discuss personal response
	· Relate themes to own emotions, personal experiences and interests

· Assess adequacy, accuracy and appropriateness to develop unique perspectives

· Select and assess info sources that will provide effective support, convincing arguments or unique perspectives

· 
	· Personal response journals e.g.: homelessness, self-confidence

· Explore themes

· Check accuracy in choice of material

· Teach using guided response as a technique

· Model written responses 

· Encourage creative responses e.g. posters, interpretive dance, murals, etc.



	Critical Learnings
	Key Ideas for Teaching Racing
	Teaching Strategies



	9. Appreciate the artistry of various texts
	· Explain preferences for specific genres or texts

· Experience oral text and other media texts, e.g.: film, documentaries

· 
	· Compare written text to alternate presentations e.g. White Fang – book and movie

· Rewrite in different genre e.g. satire or parody



	10. Focus on fact that reading and writing strategies are inseparable
	· Writing structure/ templates do strengthen reading skills


	· Teach various writing genre e.g. persuasive writing (media, letter writing, etc.), précis, biography, descriptive, historical narrative, etc.)
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